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Der Sekretär des britischen Kriegskabinetts, Sir Maurice Hankey,  

über die Konferenz von St. Jean de Maurienne (19.4.1917) 
   
  

 London, 1918 Mai 
 
PRO, FO 371/3134, fol 317-3201 
 
Anläßlich der Diskussion im House of Commons, die nach der Sixtus-Affäre erfolgte, legte der Sekretär des 
britischen Kriegskabinetts in Form von Memoranden den Verlauf des österr.-ung. Separafriedensversuches mit 
Hilfe der Prinzen Sixtus und Xavier von Bourbon-Parma dem britischen Außenminister Arthur J. Balfour vor. 
Bei der Konferenz von St. Jean de Maurienne hatte der italienische Außenminister Baron Sidney Sonnino 
jegliche Separatfriedensbemühungen Österreichs abgelehnt. 
 
On April 11, 1917, the day after that on which Mr. Balfour2had left London on his Mission to the United States 
of America, the Prime Minister went to Folkestone to meet M. Ribot3 at the latter's urgent request. No one was 
present at the meeting except the Prime Minister and M. Ribot. The latter showed Mr. Lloyd George4 the now 
famous letter from the Emperor of Austria5,and the Prime Minister took a copy of it. Mr. Lloyd George and M. 
Ribot decided that the matter was of such gravity that it was not possible to take any further step without 
discussion with the Italian Government. Mr. Lloyd George was bound over by a pledge of personal secrecy not 
to communicate this information to his colleagues, though he stipulated that he must be allowed to inform the 
King6.  
On April 16, 1917:  
The Prime Minister informed his colleagues that he had arranged to proceed to attend a Conference with M. 
Ribot and Baron Sonnino7 on the Italian frontier on Saturday, 21st April8. The War Cabinet, at the Prime 
Minister's suggestion, decided that the Secretary should accompany the Prime Minister on his mission. 
The date of the Conference, however, was advanced to April 19, 1917. Owing to the pledge of personal secrecy, 
on which M. Ribot  had insisted, the Prime Minister was not able to discuss the matter quite fully with his 
colleagues. Rumors had, however, been published in the newspapers of an offer by Austria to Russia of a 
separate peace9, and this gave the Prime Minister an opportunity to raise the matter in a general way. The minute 
of the War Cabinet on the subject, which appears in the ordinary printed series, is as follows: - 
The War Cabinet discussed briefly the question of the rumoured offer by Austria to Russia of a separate peace, 
as reported in the newspaper. The First Sea Lord gave reasons why, from a naval point of view, it would be very 
advantageous if Austria withdrew from the war. The Director of Military Operations was of opinion that if 
Austria made an independent peace with Russia, and Germany still remained at war, the results, from a military 
aspect, would probably be beneficial. 

                                                                        

1 Aus: "Proceedings in regard to a separate peace with Austria". 
2 Arthur J. Balfour, britischer Außenminister, 1916-1919. 
3 Alexandre Ribot, 20.3.-7.9.1917 frz. Ministerpräsident und Außenminister. Am 17.3.1917 ersetzte Alexandre Ribot Aristide 
Briand als frz. Außenminister. Er brach nach TS 3516 sein Ehrenwort, die Verhandlungen mit Prinz Sixtus bis zu einem evtl. 
Waffenstillstand geheimzuhalten. Auf Grund dokumentarischer Beweise aus dem Archiv der Großorient-Loge, war der Sturz 
Briands und die Ernennung Ribots von den Logen vorher entschieden worden, um einen österr. "klerikalen" Frieden zu 
verhindern. Vgl. TS 3516-3517. 
Gegen die Mitteilungen von Lloyd George, Mein Anteil am Weltkrieg 2, 426, man hätte in St. Jean de Maurienne Sonnino 
nur allgemein und ephemer von den österreichisch-ungarischen Friedensbemühungen durch Prinz Sixtus informiert, hält das 
Protokoll der Sitzung des brit. Kriegskabinetts vom 15. April 1918 anläßlich der Sixtus-Affäre fest: 
At St. Jean de Maurienne, on April 19th, the Prime Minister had met Baron Sonnino, who flatly declined to negotiate with 
Austria and regarded the letter as a trick. The letter, however, was not a trick, and the Prime Minister read a translation in 
which the words "just claims" represented the French original "justes revendications". The copy of the original French 
document was then read by Mr. Bonar Law. Vgl. PRO, Cabinett 23/16, fol. 73-74. 
4 David Lloyd George, 7.12.1916-19.10.1922 brit. Premierminister 
5 Vgl. Nr. 35. 
6 Vgl. dazu die Audienz von Prinz Sixtus am 23. Mai 1917 im Buckingham Palace in den Tagebuchaufzeichnungen König 
Georgs V., gedruckt bei Brook-Shepherd, Um Krone und Reich, 108-109. Vgl. dazu auch das Dossier zur Sixtus-Affäre im 
Nachlaß König Georgs V., in: Windsor Castle, Royal Archives, George V, Q 1316. Dazu auch TS 3516. 
 
7 Baron Sidney Sonnino, italienischer Außenminister 5.11.1914-23.6.1919. 
8 Vgl. zur Konferenz von St. Jean de Maurienne, Luca Riccardi, Alleati non amici, 459-535; DDI 4 Ser., VII, 574. 
9 Vgl. Brief Czernins an Hohenlohe, 1917 April 23, daß Österreich-Ungarn zum Separatfrieden mit Rußland bereit sei. Wien 
habe keine Annexionsabsichten gegenüber Rußland. Vgl. Bihl, Brest-Litovsk, 31. 



The Prime Minister reminded the War Cabinet that he was on the point of starting for Italy in order to take part 
in a Conference (see Minute 1 above) with the French and Italian Governments, and stated that, as Italy was 
more directly concerned in this matter than either France or England, the Italian Representative would be certain 
to ask to be informed as to the views of the British Government. He wished, therefore, to be acquainted with the 
expert opinions of the naval and military authorities on a possible separate peace, whether proposals had been 
put forward by Austria acting independently, or in collusion with Germany. "The Director of Military Operations 
undertook that either he or the Chief of the Imperial General Staff would immediately consider the question, and 
give the Prime Minister the views of the General Staff personally before he left for France. 
On the same day, April 17, the Prime Minister left for Paris, accompanied by Major-General Sir G.M.W. 
Macdonogh10, the Director of Military Intelligence,and Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Maurice Hankey11, the Secretary 
of the War Cabinet. 
On the morning of April 18, 1917, the Prime Minister received a visit from Prince Sixte of Bourbon at the Hotel 
Crillon, Paris12.  
On the journey to St. Jean de Maurienne, the Prime Minister, in case anything happened to him, told Sir Maurice 
Hankey, under the strictest pledge of personal secrecy, of the existence of the Emperor's letter, without giving 
any details. 
The Conference at St. Jean de Maurienne took place in a railway carriage. No one was present except the three 
Prime Ministers and Baron Sonnino. It was during this Conference that the discussion on the subject of a 
separate peace with Austria took place. Before luncheon the Prime Minister went for a short walk with the 
Secretary of the War Cabinet and gave him a brief account of what had occurred, and he has a note that Mr. 
Lloyd George said that Baron Sonnino had been strongly opposed to the idea of a separate peace between 
Austria and the Allies. Mr. Lloyd George very much regretted that he and M. Ribot had not been in a position to 
tell Baron Sonnino of the Emperor's offer13. 
This would seem to confirm what has been stated by Sir Rennell Rodd14 in a letter dated April 14, 1918, namely, 
that Baron Sonnino has told him that he did not know of the contents of the Emperor's letter at the time of the 
Conference at St. Jean de Maurienne, and that it was only some months later - about July 1917 - that he became 
aware of the actual proposals in the letter. 
In the afternoon the Conference met formally and discussed other questions, more particularly Italian aspirations 
in Asia Minor and Greece. Just at the end of the Conference the question of Austria cropped up again, and on our 
return to London the Secretary of the War Cabinet circulated a Note to Members of the War Cabinet in regard to 
the Conference, from which the following extract is taken: 
There was some conversation on the subject of the recent indications of Austria's desire for a separate peace with 
the Allies. The Prime Minister pointed out that the British Admirality had absolutely no doubt that from a naval 
point of view the elimination of Austria would be a very decided advantage to the Allies. Provided that Austria 
made a separate peace with all the Allies, and not with Russia only, the British military authorities were also 
agreed that the military advantages to the Allies would be very considerable. He pointed out, however, that the 
conclusion of a separate peace between Austria and Russia would probably not be advantageous from a military 
point of view, but that it was Italy mainly that would be affected, 
since large Austrian forces would then become available for concentration against Italy. This was far more 
probable than that Austrian troops would be employed on the Western front. Baron Sonnino did not like the idea 
of any separate peace with Austria. He conceived that the Central Powers were endeavouring to entangle the 
Allies in Peace negotiations. It would, he said, be very difficult to induce public opinion in Italy to carry on the 
war if peace were once made with Austria, and he did not respond at all to the Prime Minister's suggestion that if 
Austria were eliminated Italy could then employ her strength in the realisation of her desiderata in Turkey. On 
the whole, therefore, Baron Sonnino thought it would be advisable for the Allies not to listen to any suggestions 
for a separate peace, all of which, he believed, were aimed at dividing them one from the other, and 
endeavouring to represent first one of the Allies and then another as standing in the way of peace. Eventually the 
following formula was adopted on M. Ribot's initiative: - 
"M. Lloyd George, M. Ribot, et Baron Sonnino se sont entretenus des tentatives que l'Autriche serait disposée à 
faire auprès d'une ou plusieurs des Puissances alliées pour obtenir une paix séparée. 
Ils sont tombés d'accord qu'il ne serait pas opportun d'engager une conversation qui, dans les circonstances 
présentes, serait particulièrement dangereuse et risquerait d'affaiblir l'étroite union qui existe entre les Alliés et 
qui est plus nécessaire que jamais."  

                                                                        

10 George Marc Watson Macdonogh, brit. GM, 1916-1918 Leiter des brit. militärischen Nachrichtendienstes. 
11 Maurice Hankey, 1916-1938 Sekretär des britischen Kriegskabinettes Vgl. Stephen Roskill, Hankey. Man of Secrets, 1-2, 
London 1970-72; zur Konferenz von St. Jean de Maurienne besonders Bd. 1, 377-379. Vgl. auch Lord Hankey, The Supreme 
Command 1914-1918, 1-2, London 1961. 
12 Vgl. Manteyer, Austria's Peace Offer, 112-117; Sixte de Bourbon, L'offre de paix separée, 134-141. 
13 Dazu Lloyd George, Mein Anteil am Weltkrieg 2, 426-429. 
14 James Rennel Rodd, 1908-1919 brit. Botschafter in Rom. 
 



It will be observed that at St. Jean de Maurienne Baron Sonnino, who was  responsible for the Convention under 
which Italy entered the War, was clearly opposed to any negotiations with Austria15. 

                                                                        

15 Hankeys Memorandum beruht zum Teil auf einem Memorandum von James Eric Drummond, Privatsekretär des brit. 
Außenministers, in: PRO, FO 800/200, fol. 135r-137r. 
Der zum Teil wörtlich übernommene Text verschweigt, daß der Brief Kaiser Karls an Prinz Sixtus Sonnino mitgeteilt worden 
war (The note of what passed, written by Sir Maurice Hankey, does not specifically allude to the Emperor of Austria's letter, 
but it seems certain that mention was made of it. Vgl. PRO, FO 800/200, fol. 136r) ebenso, daß die Vertreter Frankreichs und 
Englands nach ihrer Rückkehr von St. Jean de Maurienne von den Ergebnissen dieser Gespräche unbefriedigt waren und 
einen anderen diplomatischen Kontakt der Annäherung an Italien suchten: 
"It was suggested that the meeting should be arranged between King George, President Poincaré and King Victor Emanuel on 
the French frontier, and Sir Rennell Rodd was instructed to associate himself with his French collegue in conveying the 
invitation to the Italian Government on May 26; the communication was made on May 30; but Baron Sonnino, who may 
have had some inkling of the real reasons for the meeting put forward various grounds of objection and inspite of pressure he 
refused to give way the French government there uppon decided, that they could not press the invitation further and the 
proposal was dropped." 
Gemäß Hankeys Memorandum, fol. 326 wurde dieser Plan einer Konferenz von König Georg V., dem König von Italien und 
dem frz. Präsidenten zugunsten eines Treffens der drei Premierminister oder Außenminister fallengelassen. 
Vgl. auch "Note sur la conférence de St Jean de Maurienne", in: PAMAE, Papiers d'Agents - Archives Privées 037, Papiers 
Charles-Roux, Vol. 1, fol. 262-266. Über die Möglichkeit einer Konferenz von Georg V. mit dem ital. König, vgl. DDI, Ser. 
V, IX, 81-83 und Lloyd George, Mein Anteil am Weltkrieg 2, 427-429; Polzer-Hoditz, 352-353.  
 


